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Many of the thematie and political elements present in the musical {and the historical story
within) remain prevalent today, especially with the currens UL, political climage. The early
19 cenkury was the adoleseenoe of Amenica, amd Andrew Jackson was the firsd presidint
“off the people™, mol an aristecral. The shere heavily features the concept of populism, a
prahitbcal wlocdogy that angues or e power of (e people rather (han Dhe power of [ofbes
corrupt) goverament eflscials, Thas movement B il rampant in our cowniy leday, and
ok b s im the most recent election evele. We cannot ignore e plight of historically
underrepresented growps in owr country. Jackson left a bloody legacy of genocide of Mative
Americans, which s a focus of the production.  He also never stabed any discomfort with
shivery and, as President, he used his power to quiet the woices of those who did. As
Theodore Roosevelt said. “Jackson had many faults.. bt with the exception of
Washington amd Limooln, no man has left a decper mark on Amerscan histony™.
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The Pressdential Election of 1824 is refermed 8o in
song &s ~The Corrupt Bargain®, as Jackson won the
majority of the popalar vote, but kost the electoral
v, The vole swuig his way in 1528

Arsdpew Jicksoin bezlicved that s the
Presulent was ehvand L al thi
peopde”, he was the only member of
grvernment wheo represented “all of the
people”. There was friction
immeediately. Jackson's opponents sew
this as prood that he wa= a byrand amd
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- il ready for change just Bke 1 Bzyg and 1828, Could something
108 iy Hwmswpe b i (TN i e bong=lived amd troubling be rearing its head? Are we just
LT 05053 . v repeating history?
e it hsonianimag. hi 17

adichal - | Sy 5B | P s

s amy of this sounding Tamahar? Populism surives on botls the
Eirl_l‘! amd the Lefi. Tn Tiliy s soaFly uhlil'l.d‘_l. |H'|||||||' ar fod mp

The play and the President

Tt alsoulid B mobed Bhal Rlowsfy Blooady Amdlreie Jocksam s ulimaioh for the jrrpose of
nbertabnment, and is by no mesns & historically securate deplothon of our 71k Presdent. 1t s
alen & Enars for socmal GO EAry. When h'rlhil'lﬁ thi eleetin of 1828 bl el b
talkimg aboust oo, & group of squabbling, lackuster candidates known as “Washingion
insiders” are disrupted by a “common man”. The ideas of rebellion, how we protect our
borders, the privilege of the upper class, kanking being the root of all our probdens, the
[romtser sparl and the importance of dharsma in politics are all explored, with a rock masic
underscore. Jackson was also a wealthy =lave owner and infamous for the penocide of
Cherokes, Creek and Semminole Peoples, His vision of Aanerica had no room for peogile of
fdod, and fns |HI-III.'_'¢' e Matve Arnersain Remesal was Toeled Iy Bk supporier s ez for
e Ll 1t e maains e darkest rrriml. i the Cheroiien MNalon s nsbory,

(ur Production

‘W produced the play in October 2out, not knowing what the outcome of the election would
e My imtention as director was o make people think a litthe more deeply about what was
going on in our workd ag the Gime. Donalkd Trump's campaign message was similar o that of
Amilrew dgcksom i 1828 He would retarn o the values of the Founders and Emit (e fegderal
fovernmenl, He would get md of the pohitscal inssders whe abused thewr posilsens, He wouhd
protect indnadual liberty and gve the cemman man a vosoe in (he genernmmest of “We the
Petsplie.”

e aof the imtentions of the playwrights was o explore oar collective national responsibiality
Tewards the penocide of Mative Americans that ocoarred under Andrew Jackson, As we were
FEng e presluction prolesis wine eruplang over (he Dakota Aocess Fipeline. Our clesce
wis b humanase the stereolyvpical representalion ol MNative Ansericans (a8 writlin in Uhe
seripl] by sl ngg eomiemparary images emphasieing that ik fght for rights of thess MNatioss

has not diminished.
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