Exploring heterogeneity and diversity in higher education - perspectives

from a community of music practice

L. Invtrosd wetion

For higher education institutions, heterogeneity
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and diversity are topical subjects due to seweral

factors that inchides, omong others, the ghnlimtion ond migmiory flowes as well os their own
intematiomalimtion strategies. Sudents’, wachers, academic staff and resemrchers’ networks create,
by their own heterogeneity of backgrounds, hngmges, cultures, adentities, experences, mles and
purposes, o community chmeterzed by dersity ond molcufomiism These complexities ome
addressed through an explom oy study of participant’s views in an elecfive music poject developed
in the context of on amdenyie commamity, iside the fomewnrk of informal ed weation

o, Baekgroumnd

There are o cultumlly homogenoms sdefies as
they consist “of o web of disers influences,
intemefions ond exchonges®  ond imples o
“Arersity of forms of knowledge and of it
sources of produetion” (UMESCD, 2000k For
higher eduecation institufions, beterogeneity and
diversity are topical subjects rebisl to foctors
that inchlides, omong others, the glolnlontion
and migmtory flows as well as their own
intfematiomnlimtion strotegies. Varghese (205},
for esnmiple, exphins the changes inherentio the
preess of ghbalizmtionand higher edweation, the
rehted coneepts ond phoses.

Az highlighted by OECD (2000}, higher
educafion “drives, and & drmven by, ghlnl=tion,
a plenomenon of increasing workdwide
miremwonnected ness thant combines sconomix,
cultum] and socinl changes®. In Portugal, the
exmmsion of higher slumtion s led © an
inereasing diversificntion of stodents profile and
intfematiomalimtion & seen as o “partculbrly
mmportint chmeteristie given the country's
compomtnely small swe, tmdition of openness
and dependency on imematiom] tade® GECT
(oG}

Musk may contmbute to addmess  these
comiplexities. Music is inkerently ambiguous, and
“is something we do with aond for other people,
and which through fis communica® properties
can provide o vl Ifeline of lmman intemefion
{..}" [Hargremves, [r. J_, MacDonald, B & Meell,
D 2oag )

Smdies in music psychology exphin how masic
can be seen as o fundomemn] channel of
commummtion, and the bolsgiml, cognifive,
social, and eultural processes which underde such

communicafion, sinee “ft provides o means by
which people can share emotions, intentions, and
meanings”. [dem}

In amother approach, the work edited by Ann
Heefmgels, Judith Khssn and Sherry Jonson
[2e20), & an example of resemrch gromnded in
ethmomsicologica] enguiny ad dressing guestions
of musiml prctee, [relpresenttion,
heterogensity and dentity of contemporany
music practices in Canada.

In educofional contexts, research discuss hone
music edumtion mn be an effective phtform to
“opening the doors t© multvulumbism and
cultum] understanding” (Dnwn, J & Sootheott,
J, 2005} and show how “the seminnl mle of
music and music slumtion in reflecting ond
supporting culiure mn b= o potent fomce
educationally® (Waller, 2 oo}

3. Methods of data eollection and anmly=is

The comtext-specific ad dressed in this exploraonye
study is an elethe musc poject developed n
the context of Folytechnie of Leirn, insade the
“fmmework of imfbrmal edvcation™ (Milhano,
2opxh. This public higher edueation instiution
has more than J50 Intermafional Cooperafion
Agreements and & chamcten=d by having
approomately 12500 students, 0% of which are
imernational students from around 60 different
countries.

Indmadval accounts were collectsd in the Schonl
of Edumtion and Socnl &Eences thmowh a
survey, in Portuguese /English, i whichwriten
respon=es were 1sal and provided brief detnils of
their age . natiomlity, genre, mole in academia,
language, musim] background, nos  well os
respomses to some stimuls guestions. [tallosed

some msides on the ways the mricimtion in this informal music practiee and the
intemetions dered from such offered participants with karming opportunities .
4. Participamnts

Forticipants were & feacher, 1 bml musicion, § esemrmcher, o1 stodents from ddferent
mogmmmes and epresniing 5 different nafionalties. They reflect, to some extent, the
ncademde network, it beterogensity and diversity, and the mherent musim] disersiy of
their musical backgrounds, profiles, languages, cultures, identities, experiences, miles,
Inmeled ge, intentions and meanings.

5 Fimdings amd dise vssion

Farticipanfs nomthes provided insides on the ways they wmhe ond we masie, on the way
it fulfill their needs and imerests, highlighfing the significance of this mformal ontext of
music prcfice in academm@, suggesting that it provided them with relevant culum] and
artstic experences. They chomeerized the project os on opportunity to lenrn, to moke
frends, and to make masic, showing positne atfitudes on the way they felt their own
musical resourees and knoswdedge were wnhed. Forthermore, their nomthes emphoszed
how it contmbuted to reinfomre the nks of sociahlity within and ovtside acodemin, and
mrovided them witha context for o saf emotioml, social, cultuml, and msical experience.
=, Comnelasions

Findings suggests that, participant’s in the electne mustc project developed i the context
of the amdemic commamity, inside the fmmework of iformal edumtion, povidel them
with o mfe emotional, soe@l, culuml and musical context in which heterogeneity and
diversity are senns emiching fociors.
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