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{nfresdsiction/Short Descripiton: The question exksts as hw’hy thee 1l-’lvtllru:n dhmm- did mod fundamentally dismpt American confidence in the wltimate effectiveness of s coerelve power capabilities, This comdetion
is evident in the prevalling pereeption of the nature of the Cold War, Le, the Vietnam conflict was one episode in the long Cold War bebween the US and an expansionkst USSH that the US ultimately won,

AbatractLong Descriphion: American prevalling perceptbons of the Cold War serve earrent U5 polity forelgn polkey process goals that emphasiee the expansion of U5 glohal infleenee. The prevalling view in the
American polity remalins that the Soviet Unlon was an aggressive, imperialist threat that the US defeated through iis containment strategy. The validity of this ultimately self-serving assumption requires eritiquee
bepamse communkst stale postwar foreign and publie policy behavdor patterns did mot eonform with this prevailing position, Failure of most of the academy to predict the remarkably peseefal collapse of the Sovict
Unbon is farther evidence that this politieally prevailing viewpolnt was fundamentally fawed, Corrent dissent (s inoeflect thed to the New Left that emerged partly as a eritbque o Cold War assumptbons that produced
ihe Vietmam debache. The predominant bellef that the US nevertheless won the Cold War desplie this left dissent overwhelms corrent ertique of U8 global dominanee relving on hard power methods. These meihods
weere constrebed during the Cold War, By accepting the validity of this assumption that the Us sapposedly won the Cold War, the academy weakens significantly is ability to eritlgue US forelign policy belhavdor in the
so-called war on berror.

fackgroymd/ Belevanes: The social movement consequendes of leaving unchallenged the politically prevalling narrative of supposed US vicbory in the Cold War that ended 3o years ago are far-resching. They inchade
politically effective atiacks ioday oo progressive activism, incloding condemnations of coanermarratives that challenge domestically white patriarchal supremacy. E.g. conservative denunciations of eultural pluralism
inchide a forns on trends in the post-Rew Left public sdueatbon system enrrbenlum, They claim a leftist bias generally characterizing the academy and those ieachers produeed by it The popularity of Howard Zinn's A
People's History of the United Stales (2015) among educators as assigned resding b5 frequently elted as evidence of this blas (McoCarthy 2ouz). A high-profile example is the critlque by Danbel J. Flyan, formes
executive direcior of Accuracy in Academba (Goode aoog) This organlzation first galned national media prominence doring the Beagan administration, seeldng. it claims, to rectify this alleged lefiwing bias. Flvnn
writes, “Whe i3 the most oglienital histordan in Ameriea ? Could it be Pulitzer Prise uinners Arthar Schlesinger, fr. or Joseph Ellis or David MeCullsugh, whose schelorly works bove reached a broad Nrerary
pialelic? Thee anssier is more of the above. The aooslede belorgs insfead to the unreconstructed, arfi-Amerioan Mamasl Howerd Ann, adbose corfoon anti-histery of the Ueited States & 260l selling 128, 000 copiles a
pear fueniy years gfter (s original publication, Meny of those copies are asgigned readings for courses in colleges and high sclools taught by lgftist disciples of their radical menfor” (2003, para, 1], Fhmn focuses
his ire also on the acadenn which tends o (avor Znn's work. “This slarderows teme and §ite popaiker and academic siccess are monicmends fe e eredulity aod deluston, and o the disgracefil condition of
Asmerican letters” (Ihid., para, 400,

Research OuestionHgrothests: This prevailing belief that the US-lad contalnment soved hamankind from Communist tetalitadianism |5 a eritical fackor n the concepiualization and leghtimation of U5 foreign and
also domestic policy today. The Mew Left challenge has ihereby been effectively quaran tined.

Methods Methodology: This historical social movements stady atllizes the public record of politbeal developments in conjunction with triangulathon with published scholarly lierature.

Participants/Sample: Historical trends in the evolution of the American polity are identified and extrapolated 1o ease oul critical implications of the Vietnam War and the response of the American polity (o it bo the
present,

Hesills: The College Board atilized Flymn's 2005 essay in a preparation syllabas for the sAdvanced Placement test for Amerbean hstory college couwrse eredit (nad. ). Efforts at the staie bevel o Hmdt the nse of the Zinn
tesd by public high school instructors continee, High profile attempts inclisded Indiana governor Mitch Danbels’ endeavor (o exclade the Enn test from public schools and undversities (Jaschik 2013, An Arkansas case
sought passage of siaie keglslation o ban Zinn's work from pablic school classroams (Allmann 2017

ConglusionSiemmary: Dandel J. Flviin, in 2003 the execative director of Accarsey In Acsdemla, excorlates the American academy for making Howard 2inn *the mosf tyfluenital keforfan in Amserica”™ (Ibld., para. 1k
Zinn's A People’s History of the United Sfaées constitubes “asstgaed readings for courses in colleges and high schools feught by lefitst disciples of their podical meemtor” (Thid, ) Leftst intellectuals such as the late
Howard #nn and his sdherents and scobdes albegedly teach American students to disdain their coantry, “His book 3 a degger aimed af the bewrt the cosmiry el has given him more freedom than moat af the
writers who have ever weithen amd mode kio o millionare in the process” [2ie] (Flmn 2003, para. o) The metaphorical depéction of the book as & mortal threat bo the US implies that it serves (o undermiine the
amenability of the Amedcan pablle to mobilization by Amerca's leadership, The need (o do so ks assumed to be In response (o challenges, past, present and future. The foundational sssumption is thal the US won the
Cold War, in splie of the New Left, The fact that bt ks presumed §s a further indleatbon of the dominance of this namative; Flynn does not see the peed (o defemd thls sapposition im his 2003 pelembe agalnst Znm
Whether or not the Soviet Unbon was inelectably threatening to the US s not typleally questioned. The US prevalling view takes for granted that the threal existed. The possibility that the Cold War was a condlict
spiral based upon mabaal misperee ption of theeat remains at best a minority view, both on the left and the right
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